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it was decided to make over the portion from the
Dhansiri to the Dibru river to Purandhar Sing,
who was consequently reinstated ; while Mr. David
Scott, as first Commissioner of Assam, administered
the entire country from the Dhansiri river to the
confines of Bengal. The Assam Light Infantry
and certain Sebundy Corps (local levies) were dis-
tributed at prominent centres throughout the land,
a strong detachment being at Jorhat, Purandhar's
capital, and another at Sadiya under Colonel White,
the Political Agent to the Hkamtis and Singphos.
In 1835 disputes arose between the Khowa Gohain
and the chief of Matak over land, which caused
friction ; and this together with the stoppage of slave
trading and a fear of being taxed, produced a state
of discontent which burst into rebellion in January,
1839. Colonel White, placing too much confidence
on the illusive permanence of Hkamti allegiance,
was unprepared, and even had no guard over his
own house though warned of trouble, which came
on the night of the a8th of January. At z a.m. four
large bodies of Hkamtis, with a few Singphos,
suddenly attacked Sadiya at different points, firing
the houses and resolutely attacking the main stockade.
In a moment all was confusion and uproar, the
enemy using swords and spears to great effect.
Colonel White was killed while leaving his house
to join the troops, pierced by nine spear wounds,
and eighty odd men, women and children were
cut up before the officers got their men together
in groups, when discipline at last prevailed, the
stockade was retaken and the enemy pursued out of
the place. Next day several villages in the district